N-acyl phenylalanine analogues as potent small molecule VLA-4 antagonists.
We have identified a series of low molecular weight (Mr < 500) N-acylphenylalanines that are effective inhibitors of the VCAM-VLA-4 interaction. Investigation of the SAR of the N-acyl moiety led to the identification of N-benzylpyroglutamyl derivatives as being particularly potent.